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Parker House, Boston, Massachusetts — April 22, 1982 
"One of these days the people will make the governments of the 
world stand aside and let them have peace." President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
IN MEMORIAM 
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A WOMAN FOR PEACE 
August 29, 1894 — March 25, 1982 
Welcome to this very Special Reunion Assembly of the 
New England Circle. This evening's gathering brings together, 
for the first time, many of the more than 800 Circle members 
who have been to our 18 previous dinner discussions and 
other Circle events held here at the Parker House since 1974. 
We are especially honored by the presence of this evening's 
Discussion Leader, Sweden's Under-Secretary of State for 
Disarmament, Inga Thorsson, and many of our former Circle 
Discussion Leaders, and several Special Guests. 
We are gathered to listen to and participate in a discussion 
of the critical issue of our time: our responses and strategies 
for a nuclear age. We come to talk about ideas which are 
sweeping the nation and the globe. We are here to contribute 
to a rational agenda for our nuclear—or non-nuclear—future. 
This Special Assembly is in keeping with the best tradi-
tions of the New England Circle's purpose: to assemble for 
the discussion of social, political, literary and educational 
topics; to exchange ideas and opinions that lead to construc-
tive change in our lives, in our nation, and, as this evening's 
topic mandates, throughout the world. 
For there are no national boundaries to the nuclear arms 
race. The issue is planetary, as our Discussion Leader so well 
knows. For more than two decades, Inga Thorsson has been 
grappling with nuclear issues in the conference rooms and 
lecture halls of dozens of nations. She wrote her first book on 
the topic in her native land (No to Swedish Atomic Weapons) 
in 1959, and since then has not left the arenas of international 
diplomacy and disarmament. A member of the Swedish Par-
liament for a decade, her country's Ambassador to Israel 
from 1964 to '66, she has been chairman of the Swedish Dis-
armament Delegation to the United Nations since 1973, a 
post she has held in conjunction with her work as President 
of the Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference held in 
Geneva in 1975. Last October, as chairman of a group of 
governmental experts working on a United Nations study of 
the relationships between disarmament and development, 
Ms. Thorsson and her committee completed more than three 
years of work on the analysis. The project involved more 
than 100 researchers and dozens of experts appointed by the 
UN Secretary General. 
Her "committee" this evening includes the assembled past 
Circle Discussion Leaders, and our Special Guests, each of 
whom has been on the leading edge of the national and inter-
national debates, conferences and movements that are shap-
ing our nuclear futures. And her committee also includes 
each of you, for, as Circle events have demonstrated since 
our first meeting more than eight years ago, these are par-
ticipatory discussions designed to promote constructive 
change. 
As a discussion catalyst, we begin the meeting with a show-
ing of the film The Last Epidemic, a 35-minute, award-win-
ning documentary that has the distinction of being specially 
shown to members of both the U.S. House and Senate. 
In this nuclear age, such change is actively sought and 
acutely needed. As national political columnist Hugh Sidey 
wrote recently in one of his Time columns: "We have built 
ourselves into an era of nuclear absurdity. We have created 
a glittering armada of rockets, warheads and electronics 
controlled by the unfathomable workings of the minds of a 
few frightened men. . . . America's march up the nuclear 
mountain was made in the name of peace. The time for a 
courageous march down, under the same banner, may be 
at hand. . . ." 
This evening's Special Reunion Assembly is one step in 
that march. We are pleased to be a part of it. 
Your Hosts . . . . 
. . . Jack, Bill, Bob, Walter, Roy, and Jerry Dunfey 
CIRCLE DISCUSSION LEADERS 
1974 — 1982 
I. Author Richard N. Goodwin* 
II. Historian Dr. Henry Steele Commager 
III. Former United States Ambassador to Canada Kenneth 
M. Curtis* 
IV. Georgia State Senator Julian Bond 
V. Former Massachusetts Congressman Michael 
Harrington* 
VI. United States Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
VII. Author & Columnist Jimmy Breslin 
VIII. Atlanta Mayor and Former United Nations 
Ambassador Andrew Young 
IX. Human Rights Activist Coretta Scott King 
X. United States House of Representatives Speaker 
Thomas P. "Tip" O'Neill, Jr. 
XI. Economist John Kenneth Galbraith* 
XII. Former Press Secretary to the President Jody Powell 
XIII. New York Mayor Edward I. Koch 
XIV. Consumer Advocate Ralph Nader 
XV. Feminist Gloria Steinem 
XVI. United Auto Workers President Douglas A. Fraser 
XVII. Author-Journalist Donald Woods 
XVIII. Central American Humanitarian Bianca Jagger 
*Here this evening as Honored Guests 
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